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We were just in the first week of our intensive Japanese language course. Our
sensei showed us a video film in which a former student of the same course pre-
sented a final project seminar in Japanese (language). We were surprised to see k',
the language fluency that the student had. Furthermore, when the sensei told us
that we would also have to give the same type of project presentation, we were

all shocked. “Sensei, it is just impossible in just 4 months” we said. Our sensei

said only one thing, “We shall see”. Yes, finally we saw it. It’ s really unbeliev-
able that in just 4 months of language course we were all trained so well that we could not only con-
verse in Japanese confidently but conduct a small research and present it in Japanese.

This was probably possible only because of the well
designed course with ample opportunities for practice of
the language. Inclusion of several kinds of class room ac-
tivities like VOTAK where we interact with Japanese and

foreign students who speak Japanese; outside activities

like the “Ichinichi activity” in which we interviewed Japa-
nese tourists in Kenrokuen garden ; excursions like “Shirakawago” and “Gokayama” provided us with
opportunities to learn Japanese culture along with practicing the words and grammar that we learned
in the classroom. More than all these, the events that really elevated our Japanese proficiency were
presentations like “Watashi no kuni”and the final project in which
we had to design, interview, analyze and then present in Japanese.
As I mentioned, at the end of the course after the final presenta-

tion, we really could not believe ourselves that we could speak

and present in Japanese fearlessly and confidently.
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I feel that just the design of a course may not
guarantee that we will succeed in it. But only a pool
of dedicated teachers can make the course module
workable. Our teacher Miura sensei has the best

group of teachers (rather I would say, they are like

our friends and parents because they never treated us
like students, but like friends) who took more interest than us in teaching and making the classroom
literally a playground. We never felt we were studying, but playing. We learnt the language while
playing. Such was the kind of activities employed by teachers to make us understand the grammar. I
strongly feel this kind of teaching made this course very successful.

Classroom environment is important in making us feel comfortable while we learn. I should really
acknowledge here the kind of closeness and sense of belonging that students from various geographi-
cal locations and cultures had in this group. We were as
one like a family, enjoying togetherness. Tours and out-
ings have really filled our life with some memorable mo-
ments. We can never forget the sweet memories of this
beautiful course. This course not only made us comfort-
able to live in Japan by teaching us the language but also

gave us some sweet memories, friends and teachers whom

we will remember for life time.
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This class is aimed at those beginning their Japanese studies, or those who are capable of basic
greetings or rudimentary conversation. We start from the beginning, with pronunciation and hiragana,
so no Japanese ability whatsoever is required.

We’re sure that in the course of living in Japan you’ ve experienced problems because you could
not understand Japanese ; that you’ ve wanted to make friends, and express yourself but just couldn’ t.
But with just a little study, your comprehension will improve and the horizon of your capabilities will
expand. You’ll master simple daily conversation, and you’ 1l gradually be able to read. You’ 1l make
friends with students from around the world. Studying something outside your major will make for a
breath of fresh air. Most importantly, being able to understand Japanese will give you a great sense of
satisfaction.

Each course meets 5 times a week, Monday-Friday for 90 minutes, over half a year (one semester) .
Although students take other classes and participate in extracurricular activities, those who faithfully
attend class and complete their homework will find that after one semester they can communicate in
basic conversational Japanese. It’s important to build a strong foundation, so don’ t skip class-do your

best during the first semester!

IR A

* AVZADEFE
Hello students :

I would like to tell you about my experience in the A-class Japanese Lan-
guage course last Spring Semester 2007.

It is obvious that to learn any language the most important things are gaining

speaking capability and having a clear idea of basic grammar. Speaking any

language while making numerous mistakes will never be quite accepted by na-
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tive speakers. Facing this problem, I made up my mind to attend A-class, and was not disappointed :
after completing the course, I am now confident enough to communicate in essential daily conversa-
tion with fewer mistakes than was the case before taking this class. Another important thing is that
the daily 90 minutes of class is a good language drill. For students who attend A—class I would like
to recommend that you attend all classes and do your homework properly after each class. I believe
the best way to learn a new language is to enjoy the process of learning, and I hope the friendly at-

mosphere created by the senseis in the class will lead you in this process.

FAZEN « NI R - LNy (N T 5543 a)
L*é/v ﬁj ﬁifl)‘/»érﬂ ﬁ‘*
H AR 5E R

HTAEN

* BU7ZADEEDNDS

B class is a continuation of Elementary Japanese (A Class) and continues with Japanese fundamen-
tals.

Those who successfully complete this class will find living in Japan increasingly rewarding. You
will be able to communicate with native Japanese students and teachers, as well as society at large.
Traveling alone is no problem, and you should be able to pass the Japanese Language Proficiency
Exam Level 3. Upon completion of the course you will have the opportunity to study in Intermediate
or Advanced courses.

Therefore, although we realize that students are busy pursing research in their own fields, we
strongly encourage you focus on your B Class studies (although those who have failed in the past
have successfully retaken the class). B Class includes speaking practice, as well as an interview —
based research project/presentation, and of course the opportunity to meet students from around the
world.

For those who wish to master Japanese, focus on successful completion of B Class!
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