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Sitasigena was chosen for the purpose of the questionnaire, as an adjective corresponding to
friendly, because it is the form describing the mood of someone else's behaviour rather than
the subjective mood of the speaker. Sitasii, instead, is the form representing the speaker's

subjective psychological feeling (p. 294, fn. 9).
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Politeness Grammar -
Analysis of the Evaluating Concepts of Communicative
Behavior in Japanese and Korean

Sang-young NAM, Yoshinori NISHIJIMA,
and
Mariko SAIKI
(Kanazawa University)

Politeness refers to the behavior one observes in order to make realize the flowing
conversation with his or her partner(s). In this paper, it is first pointed out that the background
factors of politeness are identified from both psychological and sociological points of view.
Based on this, a universal model of grammar is then proposed which is designed to explain
various expressions of politeness found among speakers of different languages (Politeness
Grammar). 1t is also demonstrated in this paper that this model of grammar analyzes and
compares the evaluating concepts of communicative behavior in Japanese and Korean in an

objective fashion.

Key words : politeness, social distance, psychological distance, evaluating concept of com-

municative behavior, normality
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Japanese Used by International Students for
Academic Purposes

— A Comparison between International
Students and Japanese Students —

Yuko Furumoto, Toshimi Noda and Michiko Matsushita

We study here subjects on Japanese usage to which university teachers attach importance.
Questionnaires are sent out to teachers at Kanazawa University, asking them what kinds of
Japanese skills are important for academic purposes, what degree of Japanese skill is
expected for international students, and whether teachers are satisfied with students skills.
The results obtained are as follows: Teachers in the human sciences use Japanese when they
teach international students, and they communicate with the students by using simple and
slow spoken Japanese. Teachers of science courses use English more than human science
teachers. International students need to learn Japanese to participate in discussions with their
teachers or other students and to present their papers. Furthermore, students of human
science courses need to read textbooks written in Japanese and to write papers in Japanese.
Teachers are more dissatisfied with the Japanese writing ability of international students than
that of Japanese students. In particular, they complain that international students often write
papers a in conversational manner rather than in a written styles, that they rarely use technical
terms and that there are often many grammatical mistakes in their papers. On the other hand,

they complain that Japanese students have weak logical minds.
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Japanese Education in No.1 and No.2 Korean-Chinese
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Yan Cui

1. Introduction

With the development of cultural exchange between China and Japan, more and more
Chinese students have passed the entrance examinations to Japanese universities and
registered as international students in Japan. For example, Kanazawa University lying in
Ishikawa Prefecture has accepted more students from China than those from any other
countries in recent years.

Among them are Korean-Chinese students who are bilingual, with both Korean and
Chinese being their native languages, and whose first foreign language is Japanese. Most of
them speak good Japanese. Generally speaking, the courses of foreign languages being
offered in Chinese schools (from elementary schools to universities) are divided into two
groups: the major group and the minor group. Only the English language belongs to the
major group, which means that English course is a required subject in almost every school.
The Japanese and the Russian languages belong to the minor group. That is to say, Japanese
and Russian courses are compulsory subjects in only a few schools in one city. Furthermore,
the number of such schools in which Japanese and Russian are offered is restricted. The
courses of other foreign languages are offered in only a few universities as compulsory
subjects or elective subjects.

Because of the rapid development of import and export between China and Japan in recent
years, the fact is that the number of Japanese-learning students is far more than the number
of Russian-learning students. For example, the College of Foreign Languages at Shenyang
University accepted 18 Japanese-majors in 2004, while they accepted only 6 Russian-majors.

In order to show the present situation in which Korean-Chinese students learn the Japanese
language in China, the author conducted a pilot study in the No.l Korean-Chinese Middle

School and the No.2 Korean-Chinese Middle School in Shenyang City in March, 2005. The
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study, by using a questionnaire, attempted to show the change in the number of students
learning Japanese from the year 2000 to the year 2004. The 6 questions on the questionnaire
were intended to determine the students’ attitude towards learning the Japanese language.
Based on the analysis of this pilot study, a prospect on learning Japanese in Korean-Chinese
middle schools became clear. Finally, the pilot study also aimed at helping the teachers in

Japan in teaching Korean-Chinese students in Japan.

2. Research on the Numbers of Japanese-learning Students in the No.l
and the No.2 Korean-Chinese Middle Schools, Shenyang

The No.1 Korean-Chinese Middle School, with a history of 57 years, is under the direct
leadership of the Education Committee of Liaoning Province, while the No.2 Korean-
Chinese Middle School, with a history of 50 years, is under the leadership of the Education
Committee of Shenyang Municipal Government. Japanese and English courses are offered in
the two middle schools. Table 1 shows the number of registered students in the two middle

schools in 2004.

Table 1: The Registered Number od Students in 2004

Name of School Number of English-learning Students | Number of Japanese-learning Students | Total Number
No.l Korean-Chinese
Middle School 678 343 1023
No.2 Korean-Chinese
Middle School 240 360 600

Figure 1 and Figure 2 show the increase in the number of students in the No.1 and the No.2

Korean-Chinese Middle Schools in the 5 year span, from 2000 t02004.

Figure 1: Total Number of Students in the
No. 1 Korean-Chinese Middle
School in the Last 5 Years
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Figure 2: Total Number of Students in the
No.2 Korean-Chinese Middle School in the
Last 5 Years
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Due to the baby boom in the early 1980s, most of the Chinese junior and senior middle
schools have been accepting many more students in recent years than before. Figure 1 and
Figure 2 show this increase in the number of students. This increase is expected to last for
another 20 to 30 years (Huasheng Newspaper, 2004). Figure 3 illustrates the change in the

number of Japanese-learning students in the last 5 years.

Figure 3: The Number of Japanese-learning Students in the No.1 Korean-
Chinese Middle School in the Last 5 Years
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Figure 3 shows that there was a gradual decrease in the number of Japanese-learning students
in the last 5 years. The author supposes that this change has been caused by the wide use of
the English language in the world (Thomas, 2005), in addition to the spread of English
education in China after English was admitted as a subject at the primary schools in 2001
(Fusheng Xiahou & Yongchen Teng, 2003).

Figure 4 illustrates that the number of Japanese-learning students has gradually increased in

the No. 2 Korean-Chinese Middle School in the past 5 years.

Figure 4: The Number of Japanese-learning Students in the No.2 Korean-Chinese
Middle School in the Last 5 Years

40 360

. 400
8
E 300
Z. 200 i Japanese-learning Students
2 100
=

0

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Year

3. Questionnaire: Japanese Language Education in No.1 Korean-Chinese
Middle School in Shenyang City of Liaoning Province, PR. China

In order to do further research on Japanese education in the No.! Korean-Chinese Middle
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School, a study utilizing a questionnaire was conducted with the aim of analyzing the
students’ attitude towards learning Japanese. This questionnaire is composed of 6 questions
shown in section 4 of this paper, and they were answered by 10 third-grade students in the

school.

4. Analysis of the Answers to the Questionnaire

(1) Which language would you like to learn, Japanese or English, and why?

This question aims to show the reasons for learning Japanese or English.

Among the 10 subjects, 2 answered that they are interested in learning English because
English is more important than Japanese. 1 of the 10 subjects said that he or she likes neither
Japanese nor English, because English is extremely hard to learn and Japanese is not a widely
acknowledged foreign language. 5 subjects answered that they like Japanese because Korean,
which is their other native language along with Chinese, and Japanese share a lot of
commonalities in phonetics and syntax, and thus, it would be easier for them to learn
Japanese than English. Figure 5 shows the reasons for learning Japanese as their first foreign

language which were pointed out by 7 subjects.

Figure 5: Reasons of Learning Japanese as the First Foreign Language

= easier to learn

=1 jove for Japan

14% .
= beautiful Japanese pronunciation
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(2) Do you think it is easy or hard to learn Japanese, and why?

This question aims to find out how the subjects feel about learning Japanese. The
hypothesis is that if it is felt to be hard, learning Japanese will not arouse the subjects’
interest.

40% (4 subjects) of the subjects answered that they regard Japanese as a difficult language
because of cultural differences and the difficulty of the grammar of Japanese. It was also
discovered that 30% (3 subjects) consider Japanese as a moderate or partly difficult language.

The last 30% (3 subjects out of 10 subjects) stated that learning Japanese is easy since the
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Japanese language is similiar to Korean.

(3) Among 5 basic skills in learning Japanese, that is, listening, speaking, reading, writing
and translating or interpreting, which one are you good at, and why? What skill do you think
will play an important role in your future study or work, and why?

This question was asked to see which skill(s) should be emphasized in teaching Japanese
as well as which skill(s) has/have more practical value than the others.

With regard to the first question, 7 out of the 10 subjects answered that they are good at
reading and writing, because they have been doing a lot of exercises in class. To the same
question, 2 subjects answered that they are good at listening since they have been listening
to Japanese tapes and watching Japanese TV dramas. | subject answered that he/she likes
speaking. Furthermore, 90% of the 10 subjects answered that they regard listening and
speaking as the most necessary and important skill for the future social demands, since to
acquire the oral communication skill is the most important purpose of learning a foreign
language. In addition, 1 subject regarded that translation or interpretation will play a very
important role in business society.

The above answers also suggest that the reading materials in Japanese classes should have

a focus on the audio-video content in order to cater for students’ needs.

(4) What kind of Japanese textbooks do you prefer, and why?

This question was asked with the intension to find out what types of textbooks would be
welcomed by learners of Japanese.

80% of the total subjects answered that they like to use skill-oriented textbooks.
Furthermore, 2 subjects said that they like to use the textbooks, which are directly imported
from Japan because there are plenty of frequently-used vocabulary as well as drills in the
textbooks. It is heart-warming to see that in recent years, students have direct access to
purchasing a Chinese-versioned Japanese textbook at the bookstores, such as Minna No

Nihongo and Shin Kiso Nihongo.

(5) Do you think some of the present Japanese teaching methods need improvement? If
“Yes”, please write down specifically what method(s) is/are necessary.
This question helps to discover whether or not some of the latest teaching methods should

be adopted in the classroom setting, in order to meet the demands of the Japanese learners.



Figure 6 shows the results.

Figure 6: Welcomed Teaching Methods
20%

I communicative
ez no need to improve

80%

Figure 6 suggests that communicative teaching method is welcomed by most of the
subjects. The communicative method emphasizes the cultivation of listening and speaking
skills. 2 subjects answered that they are satisfied with the present teaching method, because
their Chinese teachers are good enough and they have enough time to speak with native

Japanese teachers for the purpose of improving their oral communication command.

(6) Which language will have more influence in the future, Japanese or English, and why?

Question 6 attempts to illustrate the prospect of Japanese language learning and teaching. 3
of 10 subjects regard English as the most widely used language with a very broad prospect
both at the present and in the future.

3 subjects mentioned that Japanese has much more advantages than English for the future.
Simultaneously, they gave a different opinion on English as follows: English has lost its
competitiveness because most educated people in the world can speak English and thus
English is no longer a foreign language but a global language. On the contrary, Japanese will
be more influencial because the number of Japanese learners is comparatively less than the
number of English learners. The other 4 subjects argued that there will be no great difference
in competitiveness between Japanese and English because both of the two languages are very

important in business.

5. Conclusion

Based on the analysis of the number of Japanese learners in the No.1 and the No.2 Korean-
Chinese middle schools in Shenyang and the questionnaire conducted in the No.l Korean-
Chinese middle school, it is clear that Japanese education in Korean-Chinese schools in

Shenyang has been developing. According to the analysis of the questionnaire, Japanese is
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welcomed by the students besides English, because it is being well used in business.
Additionally, it became obvious that basic Japanese knowledge should be emphasized, and
teaching methods for arousing interest are indispensable in Japanese education for the
Korean-Chinese students. As a final remark, the author hopes that the data and the analysis
presented in this paper will contribute to the Japanese education for Korean-Chinese students
enrolled in Japanese universities.

(Shenyang University, PR. China and Kanazawa University, Japan)
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The ''Respectful Salutation' (rei)
in the Japanese Ways of the Martial Arts

Heiko BITTMANN

It is often said that in the traditional Japanese Martial Arts respectful manners have been
esteemed since ancient times. For example one of the important precepts for training in
Karated6 is: “The Way of the Empty Hand begins with a respectful salutation and ends with
a respectful salutation” (karatedé wa rei ni hajimari, rei ni owaru). However, this precept is
not only limited to this martial art, it can also be found within other Japanese martial arts.

When analyzing this precept, we can find the influence of the Confucian Cardinal Virtue
rei (Chin. i), usually translated as 'propriety'. However, when the same word is used to
indicate the rei performed within the practice of Japanese martial arts, it can be translated as
'respectful salutation', a combination of two possible translations, 'respect' and 'salutation’.

The aim of this presentation is to shed light on the meaning of rei in the practice of the

Japanese Ways of the Martial Arts (budd ).
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A Survey of Chinese Students in Ishikawa Prefecture

— A Comparative Analysis of Liberal Arts Undergraduates
and Graduate Students in the Sciences —

Etsuko Miyazaki

In recent years, the number of Chinese students has been increasing rapidly in Ishikawa
Prefecture. Almost all of these students are undergraduates majoring in liberal arts at private
universities. They differ from graduate students studying natural sciences at the national
university in the following ways. 1) Their main purpose of studying in Japan is to learn
Japanese and learn about Japanese culture, not to obtain specialized knowledge. In this, their
motives are the same as the short-term exchange students at Kanazawa University. 2 ) They
have chosen which university to attend based on recommendations from their professors in
China, or because there are existing student exchange programs in which their universities
participate, rather than on their own initiative. Compared to undergraduates at the national
university surveyed in a previous study, these undergraduate exchange students at private
universities do not focus on the attractions of a specialized department or a particular
professor when selecting a university. 3) More than 60% of these undergraduates hope to
remain in Japan after graduation, either to attend graduate school or to find employment,
rather than returning to China immediately. 4) The proportion of these undergraduate
students receiving scholarships is roughly the same as among graduate students in the
sciences at the national university, but the amount of each scholarship is quite low.
Therefore, for these undergraduates it is necessary to receive monthly allowances from their

parents and to have part-time jobs.
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An interim report of evaluation for the Japan-Korea
Joint Exchange Program for
Science and Engineering Students

Akira Ota

As a midterm evaluation of the Japan-Korea Joint Exchange Program for Science and

Engineering Students, I have applied two forms of questionnaires to nine students of the 1st-

4th-term-program and their tutorial professors respectively. This paper publishes the results

and, I have added, in the last chapter, comments and proposals for the near future of the

program.
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