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Short-term Intensive Business Japanese Language
Education by the Kanazawa University Consortium
in the Framework of the Advanced Education
Program for Career Development of Foreign Students
in Japan: its Evaluation and Problems

Akira OTA, Takeshi IMAI, Hiroko SHIMA

ABSTRACT

This paper presents the Japanese language education, especially "Business Japanese" (BJ),
carried out by the Kanazawa University Consortium in the framework of the Advanced
Education Program for Career Development of Foreign Students in Japan, and supported by
the Japanese government. Also, we confirm that our BJ curriculum has contributed to raising
the BJ proficiency level of our students.

We have adopted a short-term intensive BJ program during the summer and the second
spring's long vacation periods, and realized a method of BJ teaching based on project
learning (PBL) and employing business teaching assistants (BTA) .

One of our problems for the near future is how to improve the Japanese proficiency level of
our candidate-students steadily before and during the preliminary period, and how to
customize the BJ materials, so as to implement our BJ education program smoothly after they

enter the course.

keywords:Career Development Program for Foreign Students in Japan, Advanced
Education Program for Career Development of Foreign Students in Japan, Short-term
Intensive Business Japanese Education, Project-based Learning (PBL), Business Teaching

Assistant (BTA)
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Resolving Conflicts of Prominence in
Music and Speech’

Young-mee Yu Cho & Mariko Saiki

Abstract

Although it is generally acknowledged that there must be a non-trivial relationship
between music and speech, not enough studies are available to elucidate the interface
between these two areas of human cognition (Lerdahl & Jackendoff 1983, Kiparsky 2006). In
this context, linguistic chants in cross-linguistic studies provide an invaluable window
through which one can investigate the nature of the prosodic structure of a language as well
as the musical constraints that are established through an available repertoire of chants. This
paper addresses both the musical and linguistic aspects of vocative chant. We first identify
conflicts that arise in the melodic and rhythmic realizations in typologically diverse
languages, and then argue that the ways these conflicts are resolved are not arbitrary, but are

systematically related to the kind of prosodic system that each language manifests.

Keywords: vocative chant, music, speech, prosody.

1. Introduction

Although it is generally acknowledged that there must be a non-trivial relationship
between music and speech, not enough studies are available to elucidate the interface
between these two areas of human cognition (Lerdahl and Jackendoff 1983, Kiparsky 2006).
In this context, linguistic chants in cross-linguistic studies provide an invaluable window
through which one can investigate the nature of the prosodic structure of a language as well
as the musical constraints found therein.

It is often noted that there is a hierarchy of melodic forms that ranges "from the least
formalized (normal speech intonation) to the most formalized (accompanied singing)"
(Gardiner, via Ladd 1978: 525), with the intermediate forms being those that are utilized by

rap musicians, talking blues performers, street vendors, auctioneers, train conductors, etc.
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Even at the most formalized end of the hierarchy, music and language intersect, albeit in an
extremely constrained manner.

For instance, the matching between linguistic tone and musical melody in tonal languages
is not random but quite systematic. In the Cantonese opera, the linguistic tones of the text
serve in effect as a form of musical notation in the absence of conventional western-style
notation; an actual performance is constructed through the mental compositional process of
matching linguistic tones with a somewhat limited repertoire of available tunes provided by
each performer (Yung 1991). For Mandarin folksongs, Wee (2002) demonstrates how the
preservation of contrasts is accomplished between two distinct elements of prominence in
music and language. The conflicts that arise when linguistic tone is articulated in the context
of a prescribed musical melody are resolved by preserving the tonal integrity of the head
syllable, whereas the conflicts in non-head syllables are tolerated and disambiguated by
syntactic and semantic cues. Similarly, the intonation patterns of normal speech have been
successfully described by means of aligning a sequence of H and L pitch contours with
segmental material (Pierrehumbert & Beckman 1988), although in speech the tones are not
sustained (or terraced) throughout the syllables that bear a certain pitch as they are in music.
In addition, the intonation contours of normal speech are characterized by rhythmic
organizations that we often associate with music.

There is a growing body of literature on vocative chant (henceforth, VC), where level
pitches and durational specifications of stylized intonation clearly beg for interpretations that
are both musically and linguistically based. VC refers to a set of tunes for calling people,
often from a distance. It is also known as the "calling contour” of Gibbon (1976), the
"stylized fall (associated with routineness)" of Ladd (1978, 1996), and the "chanted call" of
Hayes & Lahiri (1992) and Gussenhoven (1993).

Most research on vocative chant has been focused on European languages. However,
during the past decade or so, important cross-linguistic generalizations have emerged through
the studies of vocative chant, concerning the nature of the tunes and the role of lexical and
musical prominence. For example, Ladd (1978, 1996) associates a stepping-down sequence
of two level tones with the semantic implication of "stereotyped,” "stylized," and "routine,"
rather than to the calling per se.

One of the most salient linguistic characteristics of this sequence is a highly exaggerated
voice quality, melody and rhythm. Another significant linguistic generalization, first noted by

Leben (1976), is the tendency of the English VC to change pitch only on rhythmically strong
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syllables, while other chants are less musically constrained and are often characterized by
sparsely structured rhythmic patterns and melodies.

In what follows, we will discuss both the musical and linguistic aspects of VC. We will
identify conflicts that arise in the melodic and rhythmic realizations in typologically diverse
languages, and argue that the ways these conflicts are resolved are not arbitrary, but are

systematically related to the kind of prosodic system that each language manifests.

2. Melodic realization in vocative chant

Linguistic information related to prominence provides crucial constraints on the melodic
realization of VC. In particular, there is a strong tendency to preserve underlying linguistic
prominence in VC melody, whether the prominence is derived by the foot structure or tonal

structure (Cho & Saiki 2008, 2007).

2.1. Language with lexical stress
In English and German, whose phonology is characterized with the distinctive stress
system, the accentual H tone (H*) is associated with the most salient syllable in the metrical

structure in their VC, as illustrated in (1) and (2).

(1) English
segments: ‘Name, where are you?’

| (I
VCmelody: (L)H*M L H* M

a. A-man-da b. Vic-t6-ri-a c. J6-ohn d. J6-na-than e. Joh-nny
b I/ | Vo |
L H*M L H*M H*M H* M H* M
(2) German
segments: ‘Name, wo bist du?’

| L
VC melody: (L)H*M L H* M
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a. And-ré-as b. Mat-thi-as c. Héi-ko d. Wil-helm
| | | |
L H*M L H*M H* M H* M
e. Mar-ti-na f. Eli-sa-beth g. Ju-li-a  h. Kérs-tin
. (N |\ |
L H*M L H*M H* M H* M

In Dutch VC, just like English and German cases, H* is associated with the main stress
(with the strong foot), M is associated with the secondary stress (with the next strong foot),
and, if there is no secondary stress, M falls on the final syllable. Moreover, in all three
languages, Tones spread to right in VC.

However, according to Gussenhoven (1993), the last syllable always has a separate pitch
level (a boundary tone) in VC. This is illustrated in (3), adopted from Gussenhoven (1993),

where dotted lines indicate the stepping down of the pitch level.

(3) Dutch

(véduwe -tje) -—- -—--
‘widow+DIM’ (dlma)(nak -je) -
‘almanac+DIM’ (nép)-(alma)(nak -je)
‘fake-almanac+DIM’

(Gussenhoven 1993)

2.2. Language without lexical stress

Contrary to English, German, and Dutch, in Hungarian and French, which do not have any
distinctive lexical stress, the H tone occurs in a fixed location in VC. Just as the regular
intonational phonology is determined by predictable phrasal mechanisms, the association of
the vocative melody is determined by edge-alignment. Association of HM from the left-edge
is observed in Hungarian VC, as in (4), while that of HM from the right-edge is for names

in French VC, as illustrated in (5).
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(4) Hungarian

a. An-na b. Ka-ta-lin  or Ka-ta-lin
| L Vo
H M LHM H M
(5) French
a. Mo-nique b. Ja-acques c¢. Anne-Ma-rie
o | .
H M H M L HM

Bengali is another language with predictable stress system. The Bengali VC melody is
HM, and the word-melody association is mechanical and not sensitive to stress. According to
Hayes and Lahiri (1992), there are variants in VC association based on the number of
syllables a word in VC bears. That is, for mono-syllabic words, words with two or three
syllables, and words with four syllables or longer, one, two, and three variants are observed,

respectively, in their melodic association in VC, as schematized in (6).

(6) Bengali VC variants

a. mono-syllabic word : ¢

/\
HM
b. word with two/three syllables : 6 ¢ GG Of G600 0G0
| ] /N | ] /\
HM H M HM HM

c. word with four syllables or longer: 6 6 6 6 6GGOo G0GOo

| /\ VARV

HM HM H M

2.3. Language with lexical pitch
In pitch-accent languages such as Serbo-Croatian (Inkelas & Zec 1988), Korean (Ko 1999,
Cho 2002) and Japanese (Cho & Saiki 2008), underlying prominence tends to be preserved
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regardless of whether the prominence is derived from the foot structure or the tonal structure.

The Serbo-Croation VC melody is (L)H*M, and the association proceeds from the right-

edge. Any underlying H is preserved by linking it with the accented H* of the VC melody.

Rightward spread of H to any toneless moras and default L insertion produce the surface

structure.

(7) Serbo-Croation
underlying: Gospodjice

|
H*
surface: Gospodjice
VI
H M

Slobodane
\/
H*

Slobodane
|\

L HM (Inkelas and Zec 1988)

Tokyo Japanese and South Kyongsang Korean provide another instances of VC where

distinctive pitich pattens are perfectly mirrored in the realization of the VC melody.

In Tokyo Japanese, the VC melody is MH and its association to the lexcial pitches

proceeds from the right edge from the vocative text. Regardless of the kind of lexical pitches,

the vocative suffix and the penultimate mora are assigned the tunes H and M, respectively,

and the other lexical pitches are faithfully reflected in the vocative melody, as exemplified in

(8a-b).

(8) Tokyo Japanese

segments:

VC melody:

a. Ma-yu-mi (+tyaN)

lexical pitch:

VC melody: L

‘Name (+tyaN),

a- so- bo!” (=Name, let’s play!)
| L

LM H L M H

H*

b. Ma-ri-ko (+tyaN)

L HH H H*L L L
\ | |\ |
M H H* M H
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South Kyongsang Korean, with the distinctive lexical pitch system, shows a similar case
as Tokyo Japanese in its association of the text and the melody in VC. In this language, there
are three lexical tone classes on the sequence of a name and the vocative suffix +ya/a, i.e.,
MHM, H*M, and HHM, and they exhibit a three way distinction in VC melody. In addition,

the alignment of the HM is done from the right edge of the word, as illustrated in (9a-b).

(9) South Kyongsang Korean

segments:  ‘Name +ya/a, no-ol-ca!’ (=Name+vocative suffix, let’s play!)

| | N
VC melody:) M H | M M H*™™M

H*M
H H
a. Ho-cun +a b. Son-suk+a c. Kuk-wan+a
lexical pitch: M H M H*M M H H M
o AN Vol
VC melody: M H M H* M H M

2.4. Language without lexical pitch

Fukui Japanese and Seoul Korean are among the languages without lexical pitch
distinction.

As explained in the above section, whereas the names in Tokyo Japanese VC have two way
melodic realization (LMH and H*MH), in Fukui Japanese, names are invariably realized as
HMH. Similarly, while names in South Kyodngsang are divided into three in its VC melody
(MHM, H¥*MM and HHM), all names in Seoul Korean are realized as MHM.
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(10) Fukui Japanese
segments: ‘Name (+tyaN), a- so- bo!” (=Name, let’s play!)
| | Ll
VCmelody: HM H HM H

a. Ma-yu-mi  (+tyaN) b. Ma-ri-ko (+tyaN)
| N/ | |\ / |
VC melody: H M H H M H
(11) Seoul Korean
Segments:  ‘Name +ya/a, no-ol-ca!’ (=Name+vocative suffix, let’s play!)

| | Ll
VC melody: M H M MHM

a. Ho-cun +a b. Son-suk+a ¢. Kuk-wan+a

. o I
VC melody: M H M M H M M H M

Note that Fukui Japanese and Seoul Korean show the case where the musical aspect of
their VC takes over language. In other words, the melody of the VC in these languages is

determined independently of the linguistic information that the VC words contain.

2.5. Conclusion to Section 2
In VC, lexical prominence, whether it is derived from tonal or stress system, is preserved

in the mapping between the text and the melody.

3. Rhythmic realization in vocative chant

The interface between language and music also involves the rhythmic structure, which is
manifested by the lengthening effect in linguistic chants, including VC.

There are two distinct cases in rhythmic organization in VC: one in which variability in
rhythmic lengthening is closely correlated to the presence or absence of lexical stress, as in
English and Bengali (Hayes and Lahiri 1992), and the other in which music systematically

overrides language by disregarding pitch accent specifications, as in the Pyongko rhythm in
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Japanese (Mitsui and Takahira 2001, Saiki 2003).

3.1. Language with stress system

According to Hayes and Lahiri (1992), one and two syllable words obligatorily lengthen in
English VC as illustrated in (12.a-b), and for words with the antepenultimate main stress, the
antepenult is optionally lengthened, and the final syllable is obligatorily lengthened, as in
(12.c-d). They also point out that English VC is analyzed in terms of the rhythmic structure
with alternating strong and weak beats associated with the syllables of the VC text, and
lengthening occurs when a single syllable associates with more than one beat, where the

lexical stress is associated with the strong beat in the rhythmic structure.

(12) Lengthening in English VC

a. John —  Joo-ohn b. Johny — Jooh-nny
| .
H* M H* M
c. Melanie — Me-la-niie or Mee-la-niie
NS \
H* M H* M

d. Pamela — Pa-mee-laa or Paa-me-laa
\ | \ /]
H* M H* M

While English manifests a "stretchable" VC, Bengali adopts a simple four beat timing in

its VC (Hayes & Lahiri 1992), as schematized in (13). Thus, in Bengali VC, the stress

pattern is ignored, and the rhythmic structure is optimized.
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(13) Lengthening in Bengali VC

a. 00 oo b. oo o o C. ooadgo

| \/ [ / A\

VC melody: H M H M HM
JANVAR JANVA AWA
VC rhythm: [x x][x][x] x x]fx x| [xxxx]

3.2. Language with pitch system

Pyongko is a rthythm that is almost invariably observed in Japanese traditional folk songs
including VC (Mitsui & Takahira 2001, Saiki 2003, Cho & Saiki 2007). According to Mitsui
& Takahira (2001), this rhythm is characterized with two musical notes, where the durational
ratio between the first and the second ranges from 3:1 to 1:1, where the first note is
interpreted as being lengthened.

Pyongko lengthening occurs throughout the Japanese VCs. More precisely, moras lengthen
when embedded under the strong beat of the musical sphere of VC, regardless of their lexical
pitch specification (Cho & Saiki 2007). Thus, for instance, the first mora in the sequence of
name and +fyaN (vocative suffix) as well as in the word asobo ('Let's play!") lengthens,
bringing forth the rhythm of Pyongko together with the immediately following mora. These
are all illustrated in (14)-(15) taken from Tokyo Japanese, where the numerals indicate the

ratio in time.

(14) Pyongko lengthening 1 (Yuri+tyaN)

Yu ri +  tyaN
lexical pitch: H* L L
. : 1 4
b. 2 1 3
c. 1 1 2

(15) Pyongko lengthening 2 (Koga+tyaN)

Ko ga +  tyaN
lexical pitch: L H H
.3 1 4
b. 2 1 3
c. 1 1 2



Resolving Conflicts of Prominence in Music and Speech  (Young-mee Yu Cho- Saiki)

Note that the Pyongko lengthening explained above implies that musical information
totally overrides the linguistic information contained in the Japanese VC text. In other
words, the linguistic prominence is ignored in the rhythmic formalization of Japanese VC,

bringing forth an instance of the case where music is "winning" over language.

3.3. Conclusion to section 3

In summary, whether it is a stress accent language or a pitch accent language, unless
musical specifications completely override linguistic information, there are bound to be
conflicts between the articulation of linguistic accent and musical melody, on the one hand,
as well as conflicts between the realization of rhythmic lengthening and the organization of
music, on the other. In lexical stress languages such as English, the strong beat of the VC
is mapped onto the stressed syllables. For marginal stress systems, as Bengali, the stress
pattern of the text is ignored and the music wins. Lastly, for pitch accent languages, such as

Japanese, music wins.

4. Conclusion

In this paper, we have presented a cross-linguistic picture of the "battle" between speech
and music both in tone/melody associations, and in rhythmic structure.

Our conclusion is that in the case of a lexical stress system, (e.g. English and German),
linguistic accents win the battle and surface as prominent, being accentuated by a "rhythmic
lengthening" of the linguistic head. However, in other systems (a pitch-accent system [e.g.,
Japanese and Korean] or a non-distinctive stress system [e.g., French and Bengali]), music
wins by dictating its own logic of metrical structure of duration, and by imposing predictable
melodies. A possible explanation might come from the difference between stress and pitch
accent, in that the linguistic stress is based on relational prominence, much like musical

rhythm, whereas the pitch accent manipulates tones in the parallel fashion to musical melody.

* This is a revised version of the paper with the same title which appears in Current Issues
in Unity and Diversity of Languages: Collection of the papers selected from the CIL 18, held
at Korea University in Seoul, on July 21-26, 2008, CD-ROM, Linguistic Society of Korea,
2009. part of this paper is supported by the Grant-in Aid for Scientific Research (NO.

17520255) from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science.
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Topics for Intercultural Discussion: A Practical Study

Miho FUKAGAWA & Kanae MIURA

Abstract

In this paper, we first identified the purposes of the ‘Intercultural Discussion’ between the
Japanese students at Kanazawa University and the international students from its partner
universities, and proposed a methodological framework for an ideal Intercultural Discussion
that covers both the planning and working stages. We then classified the discussion topics
into the following four groups: (i) culture-specific topics; (ii) topics applicable to cross-
cultural discussions regardless of the difference in back-grounding factors; (iii) topics
concerning an individual ideology and/or senses; and, (iv) topics dealing with global and/or
current issues. For verification, we analyzed one of the Intercultural Discussions on one of
the group (ii) topics ‘How to Get Along with Friends’ which was conducted at Kanazawa
University in the fall semester 2009. In our analysis, it became clear that the degree of
satisfaction was totally high among both the Japanese and the international students. It was
also found that the variables that had significant influence on this result were: how to
proceed the discussion,” ‘to have an opportunity to express opinions as well as to ask
questions,” ‘to get to know the other participants and develop friendship with them,” ‘what is
at issue in the discussion,” and ‘the interest in the discussion topic.” These findings suggest
that not only the topic but also the steering methodology utilized in the discussion mentioned
above are perfectly feasible and applicable to an effective Intercultural Discussion in the

future.
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The Japanese Education at Kanazawa University
Integrated Japanese Course
— The Course Management for Team-teaching —

Masashi Mine, Yuri Nagano

Abstract

One of the characteristics of Kanazawa University's Japanese program (Kanazawa
University Integrated Japanese Course) is that the students learning in this program are
diverse in the needs they have for learning Japanese. We believe that in teaching such mixed
students, "team-teaching" is effective because a team of teachers can better find and solve
their problems than teaching by one single teacher. But in order to make it work well, good
communication between teachers is vital. This report presents the outline of our course
management to show how our program is managed to create a good communication
environment, and also points out that our program is made possible by the good efforts of the

part-time teachers.
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The 2" Participatory Education Program for the Seamless One Year

Preliminary Education of the Japan-Korea Joint Scholarship Program

Akira OTA, Masami KADOKURA, Kazunori KIKUCHI,
Kiyoshi FUJITA, Norio FURUSHIRO

Abstract

This article is the 2" practical education report for the 98 students of the 10" generation
of the Japan-Korea Joint Scholarship (JKS) Program, in which we, the five authors,
participated at the Institute of International Education of Kyung Hee University (Seoul) from
August 18 to 20, 20009.

There are three major differences between the 1" (2008) and the 2™ (2009) education
programs; (1) we added a Physics subject besides Japanese and Mathematics, (2) we gave
a lecture focused on the main purpose of the JKS Program and the brief guidance of the
campus life in Japan, and (3) we applied an evaluation questionnaire to the students and had
a free talking meeting with them.

The 2" program was designed considering Japanese proficiency level gap among the
students so carefully that we obtained very positive comments, such as "It helped us
(students) to image about the Second Semester of Preliminary Education in Japan". However,
according to the result of the questionnaire, the duration was so short for both the lecturers
and the students. In addition, some lecturers considered that it would be more effective for
some of the subjects on an earlier stage of the First Semester, and others pointed out that
Korean and Japanese teaching staffs should have prior consultations before starting the
program.

We recognize that all of the problems, as shown before, should be improved for the next

and future programs.
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