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Message from the Director

In order to learn more deeply about Japanese society and language, you need to gain knowledge of Japanese culture
through both classroom learning and hands-on experiences. Familiarizing yourself with Japanese culture can also be
beneficial to your research on the latest developments in science and technology in Japan, because it will not only
add to your daily research life but will help you in understanding the thoughts and mentality behind this science
and technology.

Japanese culture has many faces: the past and the present, the different shapes of the four seasons, their effects on daily
life and much more. The “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society” program offered at the International Student

Center, Kanazawa University gives you the opportunities to learn these aspects in both body and mind.

First, the “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society” program lets you learn about traditional Japanese culture,
which still remains very alive in Kanazawa and Ishikawa. At the same time, the courses present Japanese culture in
its contemporary form. This is because in order to understand Japanese culture properly, it is necessary for you to
know about both its traditional and innovative aspects.

Second, the “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society” program consists of a number of courses, any or all
of which you may choose to suit your interests and the timetable of your curriculum. Select the courses you wish to
take based on your needs and class schedule.

Third, any student at Kanazawa University may participate in the “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society”
program, regardless of his or her faculty or program affiliation, and it is not limited to international students either.
You may find yourself learning alongside Japanese students. All participants are strongly recommended to interact
with each other actively through the study of Japanese culture.

Fourth, the courses are provided not only by full-time faculty members of Kanazawa University but also by a
group of top-class instructors. Earnest instruction from specialists will bring you the joy of hands-on experience of

Japanese culture.

Kanazawa University invites all of you to enroll in the courses in this “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society”
program, and learn about the various aspects of Japanese culture. We hope that through this, your life as a student
will be enriched.
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"Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society" Fall

EF-1~EF-2 : 224 O FELEGICHIR I 7% v,

EF-3~EF-6 : 241342 — 20y 6 —2 7 BIRTE 3,

No restrictions for students' course registration.

Students are able to select one course out of the four courses.
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"Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society" Spring
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Tempering Mind and Body

In the “J6do I” course, we will learn about the history and the principles of traditional
Japanese martial arts (budd) and we will practice the basics (kihon), the forms (kata), and the
respectful salutations (rei), etc. of one traditional buda, the “Way of the Stick” (jodo).

In the “J6do II” course, we intend to improve the technical-physical skills of jodo we
learned in the “Jodd I” course as well as deepen our theoretical understanding of budo. While
learning additional techniques, we will also study important principles of buda like ‘heart

attitude’ (kokorogamae), ‘inner energy’ (ki), and ‘distance’ (ma) etc.
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Fist and Zen are one

In the “Karatedd I” course, we experience Japanese culture first hand. In each lesson we will
practice the basics (kikon), and later on one of the forms (kata) of karatedo. We will also
learn about the history, basic principles and teachings of karatedo.

In the “Karatedd II” course, we will try to improve the technical-physical skills of
karatedso we have learned in the “Karatedd I”” course. We will also deepen our theoretical

understanding of budo.
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JAPANESE CULTURE THROUGH
THE WAY OF TEA (FALL)
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Wabi-Sabi: The World of Stillness

This course will provide you with the opportunity to learn about Japanese traditional
culture through the tea ceremony.

The tea ceremony is a syncretic art of traditional Japanese culture. Students will study
and experience traditional aspects of Japanese culture through the tea ceremony and deepen

their understanding of the Japanese way of thinking and the Japanese aesthetics.

KANAZAWA UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CENTER
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JAPANESE ART PERFORMANCE
AND MUSIC (SPRING)
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Dance, Chant and Music

This course will provide you with the opportunity to learn about Japanese traditional
culture through Noh, which is one of the traditional Japanese performing arts. Students will
learn about Noh and traditional Japanese music, and actually perform it. In this way, they

will deepen their understanding of Japanese culture.
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Pleace of Learning and Creativity

This course provides students with opportunities to learn about the educational system of
contemporary Japan, its background factors, and its future objectives. Students will deepen
their understanding of the educational goals of contemporary Japan through individual

research as well as through visits to a kindergarten and schools in the city.
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Family Ties

In this course, students will deepen their understanding of the household functions that
support contemporary Japanese clothing, food, housing, and education. To that end,
students will participate in lectures, presentations of individual research results and
discussions at the university as well as experience a homestay in Kanazawa. They will also

learn how to prepare typical household dishes.
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OHI POTTERY: CLAY AND FIRE (FALL)
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Ohi Amber Teabowl

The “Way of Tea” contains all that is related to the life of the Japanese. Food, clothing,
houses and manners, including the aesthetic sense of Japanese, are shown as pure forms. In
this course, students will make tea bowls by hands based on the traditional method of Ohi
Pottery. At the same time, students will appreciate the form and color of tea bowls in art
museums. All students will also participate in a tea ceremony. Through these activities,

students will deepen their understanding of Japanese culture.

THE MASTER

LAt LS AN DE (Hxm)
HE: vy b2y NAa

TRADITIONAL ARTS & CRAFTS
AND THEIR TECHNIQUES (SPRING)
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Art in Life: Yamanaka Lacquerware and Japanese Paper

Japanese people have used the natural items around them to create whatever they need in
their lives. These have been perfected as craft items, through techniques that are passed on by
craftsmen to this day. This course looks at two typical examples, Yamanaka lacquerware and
Japanese paper, to allow students to actually experience their techniques as they observe and

actually create them.
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INHERITING CULTURE,
FROM KANAZAWA TO THE WORLD

JAPANESE SOCIETY AND TRADITIONAL CULTURE [ (FALL)
JAPANESE SOCIETY AND TRADITIONAL CULTURE II (SPRING)
YAMAMOTO HIROSHI

Observing Tradition and Society in Kanazawa

Through these courses, students are encouraged to deepen their understanding of Japanese
society and culture. “Hands-on” experiences in Japanese traditional arts and crafts will provide
students with an opportunity to time-slip to Japan from hundreds of years ago, which in turn will
enable them to learn about the traditional rules and customs which have been maintained for
many centuries.

Furthermore, through lectures given by specialists on topics such as Japanese lifestyle, mass
media, business, economy, education, and so on, students will acquire an overall view of
Japanese society. Students will also visit various places such as companies, factories, and
museums.

*Contents differ in each semester.
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Fusion of Traditional and Modern Art

Kanazawa is a city where people can witness the harmony of modern
and traditional art forms. In this course, students will learn about the

contemporary art and design rooted in old traditions in Japan.
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OTHER CULTURAL EXPERIENCES AVAILABLE AT THE
KANAZAWA UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CENTER
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“Ishikawa-Kanazawa Studies” provides students with opportunities to experience traditional Japanese
culture through both lectures and hand-on experiences.

Starting in 2002, it allows international and Japanese students to learn along with the locals, and
thus it is a place of dynamic international exchange. In addition, its function is to introduce Japanese
culture, the charm of Kanazawa in particular, to the world, and at the same time contributing to the
stimulation of local traditional art and crafts.

“Ishikawa-Kanazawa Studies” is a non-credit program which is open to Kanazawa University
students, students from other universities in Kanazawa, and even local residents.

Eligible students  International and Japanese students at Kanazawa University, and local residents
(over 18, may also be students at other universities)

Period To be announced (time and activities vary according to the academic year)

To find out See posters, International Student Center Website, Intra-University Site
(Acanthus Portal, KUIS-NET), or contact International Student Center.

KANAZAWA UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CENTER

FELAE IS
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

(R3l, Jil, P24 ER M E DL T#E 2y —F LET)
(TEA CEREMONY, CALLIGRAPHY, AND FROM 2012 SPRING SEMESTER, FLOWER ARRANGING)
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Extracurricular cultural activities specially prepared for international students who particularly wish
to get deeper understanding of traditional Japanese culture. An exhibition showcasing their work is
held at the Ishikawa International Salon each July.

Eligible students  Mainly international students at Kanazawa University

Period April — July, October — January (Approx. 10 class meetings per semester)

To find out See posters, International Student Center Website, Intra-University Site
(Acanthus Portal, KUIS-NET), or contact International Student Center.

Lecturers MATSUI Munetaka (Tea Ceremony), NAKAMURA Korin (Calligraphy),

TSUKAWAKI Shinji (Flower Arrangement)
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“HYAKUMANGOKU ODORI-NAGASHI” DANCE PARADE
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The Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival is held in early June every year and as part of it as many as
10,000 local citizens participate in the Hyakumangoku Odori-nagashi Dance Parade. Our students,

both international and Japanese, participate and perform there in a team.

Eligible students  Mainly students at Kanazawa University (international and Japanese)

Period Early June (depending on the Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival
schedule assembled by the city)

To find out See posters, International Student Center Website, Intra-University Site
(Acanthus Portal, KUIS-NET), or contact International Student Center.
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The “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society” courses are

now even closer to all students at Kanazawa University

The culture developed by the Kaga Domain during the Edo Period has
been inherited by Ishikawa Prefecture, and its traditions remain deeply
rooted in the people’s daily lives. Many local industries such as Kaga
Yuzen silk dyeing and gold leaf have inherited old traditions, and are
actively pursued in many areas even as they add new aspects to
themselves. The Experiences in Japanese Culture courses were first
given in 1998, as courses for international students, when the
Kanazawa University Student Exchange Program (KUSEP) started. As
course activities, international students visited places where Japanese
culture is kept alive, and experienced it for themselves, face to face. In
particular, the students learn about gold leaf, Yamanaka lacquerware,
Ohi pottery, Kutani pottery, papermaking, zazen, the tea ceremony,
flower arrangement, and Japanese confectionary, through hands-on
experiences. The Experiences in Japanese Culture courses were also
later integrated into the Japanese Language & Culture Program, and
they became very popular among both KUSEP and Japanese Language
& Culture Program students. However, only students affiliated to the
International Student Center were eligible to take these courses then,
meaning that those international students in other areas or departments
were not able to participate.

However, the internationalization of Kanazawa University has
increased rapidly in the last few years. The number of international
students studying here has spiked to more than 500, and it will no
doubts increase in the future. These international students are here on a
wide variety of programs now, with some staying as little as a month,

and some being enrolled as full-time degree students. Thus the

traditional image of international students has changed: their interests
as well as things they wish to learn at Kanazawa University show more
variation than in the past. Yet regardless of their length of stay here,
one thing that they all want at all times is to get a better understanding
of Japan. We expect that there will be more and more students who
want to take courses which give hands-on experiences of Japanese
culture. There will also be more and more Japanese students who hope
to study at our partner universities abroad, and so, accordingly, it is
necessary for the university to give them more opportunities to learn
about their own culture before they head overseas. Both international
and Japanese students want more opportunities to learn about Japanese
culture.

It is for these reasons that the Experiences in Japanese Culture
courses have been radically revamped, starting from the autumn
semester 2012, as the “Experiences in Japanese Culture and Society”
courses, to allow for more students, both international and Japanese, to
take them. The number of courses has been increased, and their
contents now range from the traditional to the contemporary. The
Japanese students are now able to learn with the international students
and gain credits. For those students who do not need credits, we also
offer the “Ishikawa-Kanazawa Studies (Kanazawa-gaku)” courses.

We would urge all interested students to check the International
Student Center website for “Experiences in Japanese Culture and
Society” courses. International students, and Japanese students, please
do not miss this wonderful chance to learn about Japanese culture

together.

Takao OKAZAWA

International Student Center, Kanazawa University
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