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(Kanazawa Studies in Ishikawa)
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Learning Japanese: The Fun Way

Sathya Sheela Subramaniam

With no prior knowledge of Japanese, I entered the AA class of Japanese,
being skeptical with no idea of whatsoever of how Hiragana or Katakana
looked like. In the beginning they all looked the same, having similar curvy
designs out of a modern art. I clearly remember the first day of our class when

we had a test of Hiragana characters and I couldn't make a head or tail out of

anything. But as time passed on, our whole class progressed, with us sometimes
conversing and cracking jokes in our own broken Japanese. The course was so intensively designed that in
a few months we were able to understand the Japanese and sometimes even do small talk with them whom
we met on the road. From the basic greetings to everyday Japanese, the course has it all. We would often
complain about the daily homework and numerous vocabulary tests, but they actually helped us to learn
and improve our conversation skills. The class was really very enjoyable. The teachers were very friendly
and taught in such an efficient way, making us practice our pronunciation again and again. The reason I
enjoyed the class so much was that the teachers had a very unique way of teaching making the class
interesting, and their enthusiasm always rubbed off on us. We were always laughing and enjoying
ourselves in class, and in this very friendly environment, we learnt a great deal. Also we could always
share ideas with Japanese students from many different parts of the country, who have proven to be friends

for life.



Miura Sensei and her group of teachers are among the best I have seen in teaching a language to a
group of novice. The field trips to Shirakawago and Gokayama opened doorways to the ancient culture of
the Japanese. Not only did we get to see the old houses and the rural life, but we also felt more in tune with
nature there with lovely valleys and the sparkling river. Be it the tea ceremony classes, calligraphy classes
or the karate classes, we got a glimpse of the culture of Japan. An interesting part of the class was VOTAK,
where we could converse with the Japanese students as well as foreigners who had mastered the language.
This interaction not only brought forth many friendships but also insight into the traditional art of Yuzen
dyeing. Our visit to Noh theatre and the Zazen introduced us to the cultural aspect of Japan. Presentations
such as “Watashi no kuni’ and the research through survey gave us a lot of opportunities to interact with
Japanese students and to learn about various aspects of life in Japan. Be it repeating the vocabulary or
watching Totoro or other Japanese cartoons or singing Japanese songs in class, learning Japanese the fun
way helped us to generate interest and proficiency in the language. Thanks to the Intensive Course teachers,
life in Japan is a lot easier than before.
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Information from the Integrated Japanese Language Program
Online Course Enrollment System has started!

The Integrated Japanese Language Program is designed for all international students
studying at Kanazawa University. In this program, a variety of courses are offered which
range from the introductory level to the advanced level based on the students’ overall
proficiency in Japanese. Moreover, skill-specific courses are offered, including the
Reading, Writing, and Listening courses in the introductory, intermediate and advanced
levels, and students can choose to enroll in them as necessary.

In Fall Semester 2010, the Integrated Japanese Language Program introduced the
Course Enrollment System on the web. Through this system, the international students
are now able to register for the Japanese courses on the Internet. They are also able to
view a course schedule and a detailed course syllabus on their PC screen too. In addition,
the instructors are able to find immediately the number of student enrollments in each
course as well as each student’s needs in learning the Japanese language.

Finally, referring to the information on the Course Enrollment System, we have
determined to improve our Japanese courses further. Please visit the website of the

International Student Center for the System.

Integrated Japanese Language Program
Masashi Mine, Miho Fukagawa and Makiko Matsuda
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