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Event Actualization in Japanese
Modified by the Temporal Adverb Yatto (At Last)

Ruchira PALIHAWADANA

Abstract

This study descriptively analyzes the functions of Japanese temporal adverb yatro, (at last,
barely), thereby revealing its semantic and aspectual properties.

The two basic functions of yatto are as follows.

1. Yatto (at last) expresses that the speaker conceptualizes the time span between the
anticipation time and the event time as a long period of time.

Taking <expectation of actualization> as its anticipation category, yatto expresses that
the event expected or awaited by the speaker did realize at last. Furthermore, it
expresses that the speaker is relieved from the stress of waiting.

2. Yatto (barely) depicts the actualization as one which barely occurred, by quantatively
representing the minimum conditions for actualization or the maximum possible
degree of actualization.

The semantic property common to both the abovementioned functions is <overcoming
difficulties> that barred the actualization.

In the former function, Yatto is syntactically restricted to sentences having a fa-form verb
as their predicates. The verb in ta-form temporally indicates that the event time precedes the
speech time (i. e. the reference time). From an aspectual point of view, it indicates that the
event realized by reaching the inceptive end point or the terminating end point which is
intrinsically present in the lexical meaning of the verb. Since yatfo modifies the exact time-
point of actualization, this aspectual property of event actualization by reaching the end point
becomes a necessary condition for its appearance in a sentence, thereby syntactically
restricting it to sentences with predicate verbs taking the fa-form.

Yatto can co-occur with three classes of verbal predicates ; 1) in-volitional intransitive
verbs, 2) (in-volitional) potential-form of verbs, 3) volitional (transitive or intransitive) verbs.
Some syntactic restrictions occur, especially when the agent of the verb is the first-person.
Criteria for the selection of the verb class include controllability and or, volitionality of the
action, agent involvement, possibility of actualization, and presence of partners of action (i.
e. lexical complements of co-actors). These correlate with yatto's semantic property of

expressing difficulties faced in actualizing.
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Long Awaited Actualization Expressed by Adverbs
Yatto, Yoyaku, Tuini and Toto

Ruchira PALIHAWADANA

Abstract
Adverbs yatto, yoyaku, tuini and tét0 when appearing in sentences having a ta-form
predicate verb, categorize the speaker's anticipation of an event to be actualized as that of an
expected/awaited actualization, a presupposed one or an apprehended one. They depict the
actualization as one, which is in accordance with the anticipation or a failure of it. Semantic

properties common to all four adverbs are as given below.
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1. anticipated actualization

2. long span of subjective time consumed for the anticipated actualization to occur

3. actualization occurred by meeting the end point of the event

The semantic properties that distinguish the meaning of the four adverbs are 1) the

category of anticipation, and 2) whether the actualization is in accordance with the
anticipation, or against it. These adverbs form a continuous semantic scheme having the
abovementioned two semantic properties as criteria. While semantically keeping in bounds
a pre-actualization stage to a post-actualization stage of the event, these adverbs attribute the

speaker's modal perception to the temporal faces of event actualization.
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Abstract

This article describes aspects of the preparatory mathematical education in the Japan-
Korea Joint Exchange Program for Science and Engineering Students at Kanazawa
University. We believe that Mathematics, especially linear algebra is an important and useful
subject for a student who would like to major in science or engineering. The article consists
of 1) a concrete syllabus in the curriculum mentioned above, 2) a principle on selecting
contents of the syllabus, 3) results of the mid-term and final exams, 4) aspects of the
mathematical education in the faculty of science or engineering, and, 5) problems of this

preparatory education
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An Interview to Kanazawa University Undergraduate
Students from China, Korea and Malaysia
on their Difficulties in Studying

Yuri Nagano and Masashi Mine

The present authors conducted an interview to 11 Kanazawa University undergraduate
students from China, Korea and Malaysia to obtain data for the revision of the Japanese
Language Program (Kanazawa University Integrated Japanese Course) , which is scheduled
to start in the fall semester of 2005. This interview is specially aimed at finding the needs
specific to international students at the undergraduate level. The following points were
investigated : 1) Did they pass all the classes they took? If not, why? 2) What are the
difficulties in studying at Japanese universities? 3) How are they trying to overcome those
difficulties? 4) How do they evaluate the Japanese classes and what do they expect from
them? The following are the main findings :

1) They do have difficulties in studying, feel that their Japanese ability is not enough
and wish for its improvement.

2) University can remove some of those difficulties in studying through measures such
as setting more flexible tutor system, giving them a little more consideration, etc.

3) Contrary to the authors' expectation, they want to improve their Japanese ability
through taking Japanese classes.

4) They think they are having difficulties because of their poor Japanese vocabulary

and the lack of the basic knowledge about Japan.
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(Practice report)
Plan and practice of Kanazawa studies
M. Matsushita, T. Okazawa and T. Noda

"Kanazawa studies" would identify the cultural value of the Ishikawa area through
accumulation of both tangible and intangible cultural heritage and resources scattered in the
area. Providing opportunity for students to learn from these resources would bring awareness
of cultural development of Kanazawa, as well as historical and generational changes that
have occurred throughout the time. This would lead to succession and better development of
the culture directed by people of younger generations. Introduction of "Kanazawa studies" is
based on the following three purposes.

1. "Kanazawa studies" as one component of international student education
2. International exchange providing cultural experience study
3. Contributing to society by means of learning through community

"Kanazawa studies" was carried out from year 2002 to 2004, with different theme in each

year. Approximately 30 to 50 university international and Japanese students, joined by

citizens and volunteers enrolled. The evaluation by participants was very positive.
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