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�Japan-Korea Joint Exchange Program for Science and Engineering Students, syllabus, 

linear algebra, mid-term and final exams

���������

�This article describes aspects of the preparatory mathematical education in the Japan-

Korea Joint Exchange Program for Science and Engineering Students at Kanazawa 

University. We believe that Mathematics, especially linear algebra is an important and useful 

subject for a student who would like to major in science or engineering. The article consists 

of １�a concrete syllabus in the curriculum mentioned above, ２�a principle on selecting 

contents of the syllabus, ３�results of the mid-term and final exams, ４�aspects of the 

mathematical education in the faculty of science or engineering, and, ５�problems of this 

preparatory education
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Yuri Nagano and Masashi Mine�

�The present authors conducted an interview to １１ Kanazawa University undergraduate 

students from China, Korea and Malaysia to obtain data for the revision of the Japanese 

Language Program�Kanazawa University Integrated Japanese Course�, which is scheduled 

to start in the fall semester of ２００５. This interview is specially aimed at finding the needs 

specific to international students at the undergraduate level. The following points were 

investigated : １� Did they pass all the classes they took? If not, why? ２� What are the 

difficulties in studying at Japanese universities? ３� How are they trying to overcome those 

difficulties? ４� How do they evaluate the Japanese classes and what do they expect from 

them? The following are the main findings :

１� They do have difficulties in studying, feel that their Japanese ability is not enough 

and wish for its improvement.

２�University can remove some of those difficulties in studying through measures such 

as setting more flexible tutor system, giving them a little more consideration, etc.

３� Contrary to the authors'  expectation, they want to improve their Japanese ability 

through taking Japanese classes.

４� They think they are having difficulties because of their poor Japanese vocabulary 

and the lack of the basic knowledge about Japan.
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M. Matsushita, T. Okazawa and T. Noda

�"Kanazawa studies" would identify the cultural value of the Ishikawa area through 

accumulation of both tangible and intangible cultural heritage and resources scattered in the 

area. Providing opportunity for students to learn from these resources would bring awareness 

of cultural development of Kanazawa, as well as historical and generational changes that 

have occurred throughout the time. This would lead to succession and better development of 

the culture directed by people of younger generations. Introduction of "Kanazawa studies" is 

based on the following three purposes.

1. "Kanazawa studies" as one component of international student education

2. International exchange providing cultural experience study

3. Contributing to society by means of learning through community

�"Kanazawa studies" was carried out from year 2002 to 2004, with different theme in each 

year. Approximately 30 to 50 university international and Japanese students, joined by 

citizens and volunteers enrolled. The evaluation by participants was very positive.
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