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On the Objective and Class Activities for Fostering
Listening Comprehension in the 'Listening Course

for Lectures'' Class

Akira Ota

ABSTRACT

This paper presents five listening skills for my "Listening Course for Lectures" as one of

the skill-specified classes of the Integrated Japanese Language Program in the International

Student Center at Kanazawa University, and pre-tasks for attaining those skills.

After that, I assessed my class introspectively and proposed to improve several points for

the near future.
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Setting up of Pre-intermediate Level CL1 Class of
The Integrated Japanese Language Program
—Report on Syllabus and Teaching Materials—

Yuri Nagano, Sachiko Sasahara and Yuuko Terashita

ABSTRACT

Presently at Kanazawa University, there are[] levels of Japanese language classes ranging

from elementary to advanced as part of The Integrated Japanese Language Program.

However, of thesel levels there is a one, @1 (Pre-intermediate) , which did not exist at the

start of the course and was newly introduced in the second semester of (TTT].
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This paper will discuss the course of events leading to the establishment of level (Cl and
the necessity for its establishment, as well as the course contents and aims. Furthermore, a

midterm report concerning the making of teaching materials for this course will be made.
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Classroom Study of a Liberal Arts Class called
"What's Going on in Japan:
Discussions in Cultural Exchange"

Kanae Miura
Abstract

"What's going on in Japan - II " is a liberal arts class offered by Kanazawa University.
This joint class is composed of about 15 exchange students (both short-term exchange
participants as well as students seeking to matriculate to one of the university's colleges) and
25 Japanese students from within the university (mostly freshmen) who are broken down into

small groups for discussion.

This paper reports the problems encountered and improvements implemented in the class
between 1997 and 2002, and analyzes student responses to feedback questionnaires handed

out at the end of 2001.

Responses analyzed using t-test, correlation coefficient, and multiple regression analysis
methods gave the following results: on a 100 point scale, course content and quality/clarity of

instruction accounted for 86 per cent of the "completely satisfied" rating.

The amount students studied and their own attitude towards the class had no relationship
with the degree of satisfaction. In addition, we saw no connection between the degree of
satisfaction and factors such as whether the student was able to realize their personal goals, the amount of
homework, or whether or not (for the Japanese students) they manifested an interest in
participating in activities with the exchange students. While a large number of students chose

responses like "Fun" and "Interesting" to describe their impression of the class, an even
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greater number displayed a seriousness of purpose by belonging to a collective group of
responses that included responses like "An Effective Way to Study", "Broadened my

Perspectives”, and "Opportunities to Think".

Therefore, we can say that while quite a few students are earnest in their studies, fun is
what fills the seats; and the basis of the relatively high degree of satisfaction was a reflection
not so much of hours studied or good attitude, but rather the inherent appeal of the contents

and clarity of instruction.

Key words:What's going on in Japan, Cross cultural, Discussion, Joint class for exchange

students and Japanese students
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The Term "Emptiness' in the Japanese
Ways of the Martial Arts

Heiko Bittmann

The character for 'empty’, or 'emptiness' - which in Japanese is read kara or ka - can be
found in the name Karatedd . It refers on one level to the aspect of weaponlessness. On a
deeper level, however, it reflects a central concept of Buddhism, which expanded from India,
and of Zen Buddhism, which originated in China and spread across East Asia. This concept
is equally important for all other Japanese Ways of the Martial Arts (budo) as well.

This idea of 'emptiness' is found in Mahahana-Buddhism, to which Zen also belongs,
manifested in the 'Sttras of Consummate Wisdom' (Sanskr. Prajnaparamita-sttra; in Jpn.
mostly called Hannyakyd, which possess fundamental significance in Mahahéana as well as
in Zen.

Indeed, the 'emptiness' in the mentioned sfitras is not a completely new term. In Hinayana-
Buddhism, which contains most likely the oldest Buddhist writings, 'emptiness' stands for
""suffering' in the most comprehensive sense, and the attainment of 'emptiness' is one of the
'gates to liberation' "”. But the emptiness herein is only connected to the person, whereas in
Mahahéana and Zen all things are seen as 'empty' of any inherent nature, in other words, as
insubstantial.

A guiding contribution in the transfer of Zen ideas to the martial arts and their ways, which
have surely influenced many masters through today, were the profound statements of Zen
monk Takuan S6h6(1573-1645) regarding swordsmanship. The essence of his ideas, which
show their anchoring in Mahadhana and the Sttras of Consummate Wisdom, leads to

explanations about 'no-heart' (mushin), which is the enlightened heart that, without stopping
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or sticking somewhere or within something, is 'empty'. For a heart that lets itself be captured
by the opponent or the Self, a heart that stops (kokoro ga tomaru), is impeded, and cannot
freely act or respond. Takuan designates such a heart that stops, as 'delusion’ or 'perplexity’
(mayoi).

But not only Takuan took the metaphysics of Zen as a basis for swordsmanship. Its
influence is also perceptible in the writings of his noted contemporaries, the sword masters
Y acy0 Munenori (1571-1646) and Mivamaro Musashi (1584-1645) for example. Equally for all

Japanese Ways of the Martial Arts the term 'emptiness' is of significance even to this day.

O Dumoulin 1985, p.46.
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A Survey of Short-term International Students,

who will return to home country soon.
Takashi Nakazaki, Chisai Sakurada and Michiko Matsushita

Abstract

Interview with 35 international students, who stayed in Japan less than 1 year, revealed
following facts and problems:

The number one reason for the students to study abroad was to experience the Japanese
culture, such as Japanese foods, traditional crafts, and so on.

Mostly, they agreed that the stereotypes of Japanese people are actually true, and that
Japanese have a low standard of understanding for foreign cultures.

They also noted attitudes of Japanese students which were related to the problems youths
present in society; for example, being apathy toward study.

International students wished that they had more opportunities to contact with Japanese

omao



Tt % 18 2 T RIIMHE R A E DL —JEAoiiFe & OIIIC & 2 a— (il - #2H - 2F)

students. Similar answers were found in the preceding survey, and this stated that exchanges
between international and Japanese students should be more encouraged.
Key words: Short-term international student, interview, experience of Japanese culture,

exchange system.
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Survey for Short-Term Exchange Students
I . Individual Information
0) Name of your University and its location
0) Major field of study minor (s)
[T . KUSEP Program Guide, Syllabus
Q-00. Were you able to obtain sufficient materials about the program and its classes before coming to Japan ?
Yes : [ No : O
Q-[0. Were you able to get sufficient information about classes through those materials or academic orientation ?
Yes : [ No : O
Q-0. Please explain the reason why you chose the KUSEP Program.  (#-0)
Il . Japanese Language Education

Q-00. Do you think Japanese Language should be a compulsory course ?
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Yes : [ No : O
Q-0. Were you able to get language education suitable to your level ?
Yes: [ No : g
Q-00. Comments about the Japanese Language education, if you have any. (#-0)
IV . Sub-Core Curriculum
Q-0. Do you think the Sub-Core classes (compulsory elective) were worthwhile for KUSEP students ?
Yes : [ No : O
Q-0 . Do you feel that the Sub-Core classes helped you understand Japan better ?
Yes: [ No : g
Q-00. Comments about the Sub-Core classes, if you have any. (#-0)
V . Elective Classes
QLI. What elective classes were you interested in taking ? (#-0)
QIT]. Please write your reasons for taking the classes that you did take (course then reason) . (#-0)
VI . Independent Research
QLI]. Were you able to find a suitable supervisor for your research ?
Yes : [ No : O
QEL]. Were you satisfied with the supervisor and his or her guidance ?
Yes: [ No : g
Q&L. Comments about your Independent Research, if you have any. (#-0)
VIl. Exchange between Students
QL. Do you feel that the KUSEP Program gave you the opportunity to interact with students form various
countries ?
Yes : [ No : O
QLL]. Were you satisfied with the interaction that you had with Japanes students ?
Yes : [ No: [@
QIII. If you have selected “No” please state the reasons why. (#-0)
QEL]. What kinds of classes or events do you think would improve interaction between KUSEP and Japanese
students ? (#-0)
VIl . Certificate of Completion/Enrollment/Credits

QLL. Does the Certificate of Completion provide a goal for entering or completing the program ?

Yes : [ No: [@
QLL. Do you feel that the completion requirement of (1] credits is reasonable ?
Yes: [ No : O
QL. Is the Certificate of Enrollment useful even if you do not receive the Certificate of Completion ?
Yes : [ No: [
QIIJ. Does your university at home recognize the credits from Kanazawa University ? (Check one)
- All of the credits will be recognized. mE|
- Some of the credits will be recognized. O
+ None will be recognized. M
+ I do not know yet. HE|

IX . Study/Living Environment

QELI. Please tell us some things about your living environment that were good. (M)
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QLL]. Some things that need improvement. (F—D)

QLL]. Was your university-provided tutor helpful in your studies ?

Yes: [ No: [
X . Overall View of the KUSEP Program

A S T B2 (MR- By v A a)

QLL]. How would you rate your satisfaction with the KUSEP Program on a scale of O ~[0 ?

(O being not satisfied at all and 0 being extremely satisfied)

Oo: 0O go: 0O Oo:

o:

o: [

QL. Would you recommend the program to other students ?

Yes [ No 0O
QLL. Do you think you will return to Japan in the future for study or work ?
Yes [ No O
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Evaluation of Kanazawa University Student
Exchange Program by Students

Takao Okazawa and Heiko Bittmann

Abstract

Kanazawa University Student Exchange Program (KUSEP) received more than 100
international students from oversea institutes that have exchange agreements with Kanazawa
University, between 1998 and 2002. In order to evaluate and improve KUSEP, a
questionnaire was given to participating students. The survey included questions on
curriculum (such as compulsory: Japanese Language Classes, semi-compulsory, elective and
independent research), the recognition of credits, the certificate of completion, exchanges
between the student body, as well as living and studying environment. Satisfaction of
students with KUSEP ranged from 3 to 5, on a scale of 1-5, 1 being not satisfied at all and 5
being extremely satisfied. The average was 4.0. The results were analyzed using the Hayashi
Quantification Method I. The largest factor affecting student satisfaction was the usefulness
of their Japanese tutor, followed by the semi-compulsory classes for understanding Japan, the
appropriateness of the Japanese Language Classes with respect to level, and the reasons for

selecting KUSEP.
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