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Meaning and Usage of (-fari,) -tari Constructions

Ruchira Palihawadana

ABSTRACT

The -tari,-tari construction in Japanese illustrates the actions denoted by the verbs explicitly
appearing in the sentence, as examples of a set consisting of other similar actions. This
exemplifying usage has often been taken up in previous studies as (-tari,) -tari constructions
main usage. The purpose of this study is to reanalyze the meaning of the (-tari,) -tari
construction, while giving special attention to its form and function.
This study classifies (-tari,) -tari construction's function to the three interrelating categories
of exemplifying, focusing, and reiterating.
The exemplifying function could be further divided into the following two categories.
0. Exemplifying two or more actions performed by an agent, or states experienced by an

object within a certain temporal or situational frame. The construction takes the following

two forms in this usage.

(1). ‘N(agent) wa ‘ + ‘\D(Volitional action)tari ‘ + ‘\G (volitional action)taﬁri‘ +‘ suru ‘

@). ‘ N(object) ga ‘ + ‘ VJ(non-volitional action)tari ‘ +‘ V(non-volitional action)tari M suru ‘

0. Setting a situational frame and exemplifying two or more actions occurring within this
frame, or exemplifying characteristics of this situation.
Tari constructions expressing focus consist of only one tari phrase. The basic meaning of this
category is to imply other actions belonging to the same set as that of the action explicitly
stated by the tari verb. It is used in situations where the speaker wishes to avoid specification
and therefore functions as a softener in warnings and imperatives. However, since tari
construction implies that the statement is also true for other actions in the same set, it is used
to emphasize the meaning of negative, conditional or interrogative sentences. This focusing

tari shares some semantic similarities with focus particles nanka and nado.

-Tari, -tari constructions consisting of two tari phrases can express reiteration. The verb pair
can be formed by either two lexical antonyms, affirmative - negative forms of a verb, or
active - passive forms of a verb. The two events occur alternately, for more than one time. In
the case of affirmative - negative pairs however, occurring and non-occurring of a single

event is reiterated.
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On the Funciton of the Line Change in the Sumerian Writing System

Masashi MINE

ABSTRACT

The writing systems of Sumerian and modern Japanese are similar in many aspects. The co-
use of logograms and phonograms is one of those common features. But if we take a closer
look, we notice that there is an essential difference: Japanese uses Kanji as logograms and
Hiragana/Katakana as phonograms while Sumerian uses the same cuneiform signs both as
logograms and phonograms. This means that when we read Sumerian texts, we have to take
a moment to think if the sign is used as a logogram or a phonogram.

The author points out the possibility that the frequent line change (almost on the phrase

basis) was helping to find out if the sign is logographic or phonographic.
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The Term '""Way" in the Japanese Ways of the Martial Arts

Heiko BITTMANN

ABSTRACT

The term 'way' - d6é has a substantial and far-reaching meaning in many areas of Japanese
life. According to the contemplated domain it shows different nuances in the various arts
(gei). As a result of this, a terse and universally valid definition remains elusive. If we try to
define the term 'way' for the martial arts, it embraces in this case the inner as well as the
outer (physical, technique-based) content of the respective martial art - which is created and
transmitted over generations - and through this content affects a directive in the sense of a
"teaching-way' for the practitioner.

In all so-called 'way-arts' there exists a special inherited art of teaching and learning of the
content through a model and a largely intuitive transmission, which is appropriated via the
teacher directly to the disciple.

The characteristic of the traditional Japanese way-arts was, in the beginning, the pure outer
skill, but 'liberation from the Self' shows the influence of continental ideas over time,
developing a 'way-awareness', which obviously includes the outer skill. Besides Taoism, the
Yin-Yang doctrine, Buddhism, and the native Shint6, this way-awareness received its
formulative stimulus through Confucianism and Zen Buddhism.

The 'way' in general, as well as that of the martial arts, consequently does not place
priority on the results of a measurable achievement - like victory or defeat - but rather on the
learning-process in itself. For the Ways of the Martial Arts this means that not only the
appropriation of outer abilities or pure physical and technique-based skills are important, but
also the development of the abilities of the "heart', in other words, the inner, spiritual and
intellectual phenomena. For this reason, the masters repeatedly place particular emphasis on
the inseparable unity of the components "heart, technique, and body"(shin gi tai). This is
imperative if one is willing to delve beyond the mere strong-arm competitive elements into
the deeper essence of the Way of Martial Arts. The practitioner of the 'way' should, through
his discipline, develop his own character and strive for an all-embracing perfection, to release
at last, in the highest level, through the mastering of a way-art, his 'Self', in other words,

enter into a kind of enlightenment state, probably comparable to that of Zen.
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Japanese Language Use
by Kanazawa University Intensive Japanese Language Program
Graduates in Research

Yukio Hayakawa, Hiroko Shima, Kanae Miura

ABSTRACT

Between [IT1] and [TTT], Kanazawa University International Student Center sponsored a
yearly reunion for graduates of our Intensive Japanese Language Program. The following is
an examination of the results of a survey given to graduates on this occasion. The purpose
of the survey was to examine the state of Japanese language use among our graduates in their
research and study, with a view to using their input to improve our program. The participants
included here are the[T] graduates who participated in the March,[TTT] reunion, and[] who
participated twice or more in previous reunions.

According to the analysis, [11% to[1]% use Japanese in their academic lives, including
lectures, seminars, and guidance received from their advisors. Over [([1% of those giving
presentations, and over[11% of those writing reports or academic theses did so in Japanese,
though the primary motivating factor was found to be that their advisor had stipulated
Japanese language use as a requirement.

Based on these findings, we have gained an awareness of the need to consider and create
Japanese language education geared specifically for the university environment, providing
not only a solid foundation in basic Japanese, but also the means for the student to acquire

further proficiency specific to their area of research or study.
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Evaluation of the Intensive Japanese Language
Program (Preparation for Graduate Study)
as per Attendees at the Program Reunion

Kanae Miural] Yuko Furumoto

ABSTRACT

As a part of an evaluative study of the Intensive Language Program designed to prepare
international students for graduate-level study, we have collected the results of a survey given
to program graduates participating in the annual reunion held in March between [TTT] and
L[TT]. Data was analyzed for correlation between student characteristics and attendance and
their evaluation of the program, producing the results below.

Investigating the difference between students who had a) participated in the reunion one or
more times, and b) never participated, the following major points became clear:

Students who had begun the course with no prior Japanese language experience and
students from the teacher training program recorded higher levels of attendance when
compared to intermediate/advanced students and research students. Attendance was also
found to vary according to the university they attended after graduating. No relationship was
found between grades (performance) and attendance.

Graduates were also asked whether they were satisfied with the Program content and
whether their studies proved to be of use to them after completion. Evaluation of the course
was quite positive, and graduates confirmed that their studies were of use in their pursuits.
Graduates also rated computer, video, kanji, and oral presentation classes particularly highly,
mentioning that they were of immediate use in their research work.

On the basis of these results, we believe that we have acquired a sense of the direction and

purpose of our program in its mission to prepare students for specialized study and research.
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A Report on the Elaboration Project of Kanji-
Materials for Advanced-level Students

Akira OTA, Satoko FUJITA and Akemi NAKAMURA

ABSTRACT
This article reports an elaboration project of kanji-materials for advanced-level (E and F)
students of the Integrated Japanese Language Program at KUISC.
We have identified first[IT] kanjis and[1] words with idiomatically Japanese readings as the
advanced-level ones, dividing them provisionally almost at the mean number of [TT], i.e.,

between #1111 and #111 kanji and distributing them into[T] lessons at each level.
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We have also intended to incorporate in each kanji various data like strokes, its radical and
usage, etc., dividing them as "Independent Pages" : "(Pages) for Problems", "for Readings",
"for Quiz" and "for Preparation". This last one is the main page designed to organize the
others.

We describe from the chapter V of this paper outlines for each page and concretely how to
use in classes.

Finally we are going to intend to manage these pages with database software so as to open
them on Web in the future. At the moment we have finished inputting data into the main

pages "for Preparation".
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The gender issue in Japan, from the foreign cultural point of view
T.Sakurada, M.Matsushita, H.Shima and M.Konishi

ABSTRACT

The gender issue in Japanese society is one of the largest cultural gaps for international
student studies in Japan. Theme of this study is to identify what is the gender issue in
Japanese society for international student, then clarify the cognitive difference of gender
from Japanese.

In National University, international students from[ ] different countries,[ 1] males and[T]
females, ] in total (at age[l] to (M) and Japanese students,[ 1] males and[T] females, [T
in total (at age[T] to[T]) were subjected to study. Semi-structured questions were asked in
Japanese to international students on interview session and the questionnaires were collected
from Japanese students. Research period was from December[TT1] to February[TTT].

As a result,several gender-related issues were specified in following situation.

(1)High consciousness of the gender roll in Japanese family and discrimination against female
(2) The actual condition of gender bias in profession and workplace

(3) Gender felt in educational scene

(4) Gender in attitude,manner and the way of thinking and others

By introducing the different viewpoint from Japanese, the gender issue existing in
Japanese society could be understood more clearly and specifically. To discuss the activity

for Gender-free condition with these basic informatoin is the task in next step.
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The Significance of International Exchange Based on
Exchange Agreements with Schools Overseas and Its
Weakness: The case of Kanazawa University

Kyoko Kobayashi Hillman

ABSTRACT

This study explores the present situation and issues related to international exchange based
on exchange agreements between the Japanese national universities and schools overseas
from the perspective of a College of William and Mary-based Japanese scholar who received
a one-year appointment at Kanazawa University's International Student Center (Kanazawa
University has an exchange agreement with the College of William and Mary).

The Ministry of Education has promoted the plan of annual accepting 10,000 exchange
students from overseas for years. Furthermore, catch phrases such as "the promotion of the
international exchange" and "foreign exchange students" have been frequently appeared
during discussions on reform of Japanese universities. However, issues such as the current
imbalance of student exchanges based on exchange agreements and the vague definition of
the word, "ryuugakusei (foreign exchange student) should be further discussed as each
Japanese university decides on its future management strategies.

In the case of Kanazawa University, a rapid increase in the number of the affiliated schools
overseas has led to the question of whether Kanazawa University should accept students from
schools which historically have had an agreement with it longer over students from newly
affiliated schools. Student orientations and courses on the introduction of Japanese culture
should be considered Kanazawa University's strengths. On the other hand, more systematic
improvements such as the appropriate placement of English speaking staff, the improvement
of the Japanese language courses and the addition of better student counseling programs must
be considered.

Kanazawa University will be able to enhance its strengths in promoting the international
exchange for both Japanese and foreigners if it succeeds in opening the eyes of faculty and

staff members eye to the outside world.
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