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How Japanese language learners at non-elementary

levels create long speech acts : a qualitative analysis

Kyoko Kobayashi Hillman

Abstract This study explores how Japanese language learners at the intermediate, advanced,
and superior levels, based on the OPI criteria of ACTFL, create paragraph-length speech. The
research examines the following : [ ) how learners at the different proficiency levels connect
sentences to make longer speech, 1) how they use fillers and hesitation devices, and 3)
whether or not the results of this study will show the same tendency as the results found by
Lee (2000) in her study which identified the tendencies of native Japanese speakers.

The results of this study indicate the following points :

U) The learner at superior level used a greater variety of connective expressions than other
learners at lower levels though the results as a whole did not indicate a clear relationship
between the use of connective expressions and the difference of proficiency levels. Also,
meta-connective expressions appeared more often in the speech acts of higher level learners.

0 ) Higher learners are less dependent on fillers and hesitation devices. Also higher learners
use fillers and hesitation devices when they try to organize information that they want to
convey as native speakers of Japanese do. On the other hand, learners at lower levels use
fillers and hesitation devices in order to supplement their insufficient liguistic abilities

1) Not all results of this study agree with Lee's study, inferring that the ways of using fillers

and connective words differ between native speakers and language learners.
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There were several limitations to this study such as the limited number of subjects
examined. However, this type of study should be continued in order to shed light on both the
overall language acquisition process and the individual acquisition pattern of Japanese

language learners.
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The Drill Software Reviewed

Masashi Mine, Tomoko Kamada and Sachiko Sasahara

ABSTRACT  The authors developed a beta version of a drill CAI program in[ITT] and
tested it through actual use during[TTT]. The problems of the program are discussed in Mine
et al. (IT11). In order to revise the program into a more autonomous self-study program,
which we originally intended, this paper presents some new pedagogical concepts. Among
those concepts, the following two are considered most important: 1) Each study unit should

be minimal and 2) They should be optimally structured
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Abstract This article describes a detail of preparatory and ongoing process for the Japan-
Korea Joint Exchange Program for Science and Engineering Students (J-K Program) in
Kanazawa University (KU). It consists of 1) an observatory visit to the universities in Korea
and a course design in KU, 2) some conditions inside and outside of KU, 3) an ongoing
information of the J-K Program after the arrival of the 1" term-three students, 4) actual
problems of the 1" term, and presents concrete details and various efforts of KU for the J-K

Program.
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The College of William and Mary

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures
JAPN 302 : Advanced Japanese | 2000 Course Syllabus

[ O Prerequisite

JAPN 101, 102, 201, 202, and 301 or equivalent with the instructor's permission

II 0 Course Schedule

Lecture MWF oonD -0 EWLL[TT]
ooo :.o—-0 M WASHT]

Discussion TR gob -0 WASHIT]
00 .- AND[T]

[ Instructor
Kyoko Kobayashi Office : WASH 227
E-mail:kxkoba@facstaff.wm.edu
kokokoba@widomaker.com kyokokoba@widomaker.com(for JPN/ENG)
Office Hours : MW 3 : 00 — 4 : 00
TR 9:30 — 10: 30 or by appointment

VO Textbooks
<Required> The Japan Times
An Integrated Approach to Intermediate Japanese (WD HAGE)
by Miura and McGloin Course Packet
<Recommended> Tuttle Kanji and Kana by Hadamitzky and Spahn
The Japan Times A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar
by Makino, Tsutsui Kodansha International Furigana Japanese-

English Dictionary and Furigana English-Japanese Dictionary

VO Objectives : As a continuation of JAPN 301, you will be able to approach a more
natural usage of Japanese language expressions based on your previous knowledge of
the Japanese language acquired in JAPN 100 and 200. Also, you will continue to expand

and enhance your knowledge of vocabulary and kanji in this course to create a bridge
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to JAPN 400 for you. The goals regarding the skills of speaking, listening, reading, and
writing will be as follows :

Speaking : You should be able to use proper grammar structures and expressions
including various speech styles reflecting the situation. Also, you should be able to
describe situations and tell short stories while linking sentences together smoothly into
paragraphs.

Listening : You should be able to understand expressions of others, including native
speakers, in various situations. Also, you should become comfortable with the natural
conversational speed of native speakers.

Reading : You should be able to understand the overall content of the modified reading
material in the textbook with the help of vocabulary and kaniji lists. Also, you should be
able to skim and scan the content of readings for meaning when necessary. In addition,
you should be able to read more kanji.

Writing : You should be able to describe your own situations and express your own
opinions using connective words and subordinated clauses. Also, you should be able to

write more kanji.

VIO Grading
0) Attendance+Participation  [11% A (OID) ¢ @)
0) Quizzes M A— (0M) Cc— @)
0) Lesson tests BN B+ (i0) D+ (W)
00) Homework assignments B (Iim) D @)
PESC - SCHEARE BN B— (M) D— (@)
HEHLY 0 c+@mm) F Om)
00) Presentation (JBADIRFH]) [T
0) Oral interviews M
0) Final oral interview 0
00) Final exam BN
Total 100
VIO Remarks

) Class attendance and Participation :

You are required to attend each class on time. It will be best to talk to the instructor about
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any unavoidable absence in advance. If possible, please submit an official note to justify
the necessity of the absence.
Two late arrivals (10 minutes or later) will count as an absence. You will receive an
automatic F if you are absent from class 10 or more times without official notes.
In cases of emergency such as illness, leave a clear message and your name on the
instructor's voice mail (221-1472) or send one by e-mail (kxkoba@facstaff.wm.edu
kxkoba@facstaff.wm.edu) and submit a doctor's note later if possible.
Those who fail to follow the above procedures regarding absences will not be able to make
up quizzes or tests.
To improve your speaking and listening skills as a student in the advanced course, it is very
important for you to participate actively in classroom and other extra-curricular activities.
Demonstration of an active attitude toward Japanese language learning outside of the
classroom such as in Japanese House activities will be included in your grade.
0) Quizzes :
There will be quizzes on vocabulary and kanji throughout the semester.
00) Lesson tests :
There will be two lesson tests covering two lessons each throughout the semester.
0) Homework assignments : There will be three kinds of homework assignments in this
course.
OfEx/ — b
You are required to write {E 3 on two topics in this course. You will revise one {E X
twice. Although you can write whatever you would like, there will be some rules :
U O Create your sentences using the latest grammar structures, vocabulary and
expressions that you have learned in this course as well as in the previous courses
such as JAPN 301.
0 O Use as many kanji that you have already learned as possible.
U O Try to link sentences using connective words and subordinated clauses.

00 OOrganize {F X with a logical cohesion, and be consistent in using the written style.

The purpose of this assignment is to increase kanji and vocabulary that you are likely
to need to express yourselves and to encourage you to write something meaningful with
a logical organization in Japanese. The grade of the ff 3 is based on grammar,

vocabulary, expressions, kanji, complexity of the sentences, accuracy, content and
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organization.
O3CHEMH
You are required to submit a sheet containing the answers of 3{E#HE in each lesson.
Ol & HL Y
You are required to submit the [ & H{ U @ 1i5 i worksheets in the course packet for
each lesson.
You are required to submit homework by the specified due date. Late submissons will

decrease the percentage of the full score given as follows :

2 days late 90%
4 days late 80%
1 week 70%
2 weeks or more late 50%

0) Presentation( J5AS DR )
There will be a presentation called 3575 D IKf ]} by each student during the semester.
This presentation will be held at the beginning of classes on Thursdays throughout the
semester. Each student will present whatever s/he would like for about 10 minutes. You
can explain something about a field interesting to you, show something such as pictures
and videos, or play a game. The rules are that you must speak only in Japanese and
encourage other students' participation. You are required to meet with the instructor to
practice with her by the Monday before the Thursday presentation. The grade of the
presentation is based on oral proficiency. The criteria will be pronunciation, fluency,
clearness of the explanation, the use of vocabulary and sentence structure, and originality
and attractiveness to the audience.

O) Oral Interviews :
There will be three oral interviews including the final oral interview throughout the
semester. Your performance will be graded based on accuracy of the target expressions,
vocabulary, and sentence structures, pronunciation, fluency, and amount of speaking.

0) Final exam :
The final exam will consist of 3 parts : kanji, grammar, and an oral interview. The final
exam is scheduled for Tuesday, May 2, at 1 : 30. You must take the exam on this date

according to the requirements of the college.
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Course Schedule(Subject to change)
JAPN 302 : 2000

H0

=R
=

Week M T W R F
1 (1/19-21) Syllabus Review L.6
2 (1/24-28) L.6 L.6 L.6 L.6 L.6
3 (1/31-2/4) L.6 L.6 L.6 OI'l L.6
4 (2/7-11) L.7 L.7 L.7 L.7 L.7
5 (2/14-18) L.7 L.7 L.7 L.7 L.7
6 (2/21-25) L. 6+7 Test L.7 L.8 L.8 L.8
7 (2/28-3/3) L.8 L.8 L.8 L.8 L.8
8 (3/6-10) Spring Break | Spring Break | Spring Break | Spring Break | Spring Break
9 (3/13-17) L.8 L.8 L.8 L.8 L.9
10 (3/20-24) L.9 OI2 L.9 L.9 L.9
11 (3/27-31) L.9 L.9 L.9 L.9 L.9
12 (4/3-7) L. 849 Test L.9 L. 10 L. 10 L. 10
13 (4/10-14) L. 10 L. 10 L. 10 L. 10 L. 10
14 (4/17-21) L. 10 L. 10 L. 10 L. 10 Final Oral
15 (4/24-28) Video Video Review Review Review
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Lo&r) 2z & Lod
t Class Preparation : #EDHICTEHZLEL & 9 |

O O Culture Notes must be read before the class.

O O Listen to ¥ 7% (main dialogues) on the tapes at the Language Lab and work on your
pronunciation. Remembering the key sentences will help your presentation of the role play.

00 %AV (reading material) includes many new words and kanji which are given in the
vocabulary list. Before the reading exercise in class, you need to check all unfamiliar
readings of kanji and comprehend the content.

OO0#FY A (the list of newly introduced kanji) has two sections : 3 { D% Z2 % ¥
“7- (kanji to remember writing) on the top, and #t & 4LITL >\ ¥ (kanji for reading only).
You are required to practice them and to be ready for kanji games and quizzes.

0 ¥ / — b (grammar notes) are for assisting you in preparing for class. You are expected
to read them before class.

0 O X (grammar practice) will be assigned as homework while some will be practiced
in class.

O O EHME (practice for actual usage) will be used in class for role play activities. You
are expected to use as many new vocabulary and grammar structures as possible.

0 O H ZHLY ## (listening practice) will be homework. You need to submit the worksheet
provided.

0O #%t (speed reading) may be covered in class.
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