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Short-term Intensive Business Japanese Language
Education by the Kanazawa University Consortium
in the Framework of the Advanced Education
Program for Career Development of Foreign Students
in Japan: its Evaluation (Pt.2)

OTA Akira, FUKAGAWA Miho, IMAI Takeshi, SHIMA Hiroko

ABSTRACT

This paper is a continuation of Ota et al. (2010), in which we presented the “Business
Japanese” (BJ), carried out by the Kanazawa University Consortium in the framework of the
Advanced Education Program for Career Development of Foreign Students in Japan, and
supported by the Japanese government. We have adopted a “short-term intensive” BJ
program during the summer and the second spring’s long vacation periods, and have
improved five problems, pointed out in the previous paper. As a result, we have confirmed
once again that our BJ curriculum still has contributed to raising the BJ proficiency level of
our 2" term-students, who have entered directly from overseas, including eight non-Chinese-
character-using-country (Thai and Vietnamese) students. Our recent problem is to make our
BJ program’s management independent as soon as possible, because the Japanese Government
Revitalization Unit (Gyousei Sasshin Kaigi) has decided to abolish the Advanced Education
Program, mentioned above, in the open budget screening debate (Jigyou Shiwake) held on

November 2010.

keywords: Career Development Program for Foreign Students in Japan, Advanced
Education Program for Career Development of Foreign Students in Japan, Kanazawa
University Consortium, Short-term Intensive Business Japanese Education, Independent

Management
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Role of Public Schools in Local Communities from
the Viewpoint of a Multicultural Society:
Case Studies in Komatsu and Takaoka Cities

Kimi TAWARA

ABSTRACT

This article attends to public schools that provide special educational services to Japanese-
Brazilian students in order to discuss their role in communities from the viewpoint of a
multicultural society. Most studies that discuss this topic have focused primarily on areas
with a high concentration of foreign residents, however, the present study focuses on areas
with a lower concentration of foreign residents. Data were collected through interviews
conducted in Komatsu City in Ishikawa and Takaoka City in Toyama, where relatively few
Japanese-Brazilians reside. The findings suggest that the following. (1) Interactions with the
local Japanese residents and Japanese-Brazilians were limited. Consequently, multicultural
societies had not developed in both cities. (2) Public schools in both cities had the potential
to develop multiculturalism like in the concentrated areas. (3)These schools also generated
segregation, which was not so conspicuous as that observed in the concentrated areas. This
study therefore suggests that a multicultural society is developed in communities by positive
contacts and creating a system that raises the possibility of multiculturalism and that inhibits
the development of segregation in schools. This study confirms that public schools play a

significant role in cultivating a multicultural society.
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Report on teaching oral presentation skills in
Japanese textbooks:
Basic research for establishing the pedagogy
for Japanese public speaking

Nozomi Fukasawa, Kyoko Kobayashi Hillman

ABSTRACT

The present Japanese language education field emphasizes the importance of oral
communication skills through classes on conversation and speech. There is a lack of research,
however, on whether the content of current teaching methods actually meets the needs of
Japanese society where non-native speakers of Japanese must speak the language with a
higher, more professional level. The purpose of this paper is to investigate whether the
content of Japanese language textbooks currently in publication meets the actual public
speaking needs of Japanese language learners. Examining twenty-one textbooks, we found
that 1) most textbooks are for advanced intermediate level learners and higher who are likely
to be at or above Level 2 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test; and 2) the subjects
found in the majority of textbooks are exchange students followed by business people. Our
research further revealed that textbooks introduce speech genres in only limited situations.
Also, we found that terms such as “presentation” and “debate” cover slightly different areas
of meaning depending on the textbook. Therefore, we will continue to investigate the actual
public speaking needs of Japanese language learners and native speakers of Japanese so that
we can suggest a clarification of genres and characteristics of “Japanese public speaking” for

future instructional content.
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